On obedience to Positive Institutions. 
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ah 
Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and 
Jems Christ our Lord! 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


| 
# fas return of our annual meeting has furnished us with 
matter for praise. Oar public opportunities were nu- 
aang attended, and a spirit of love and harmony, we 
Ph pervaded all our hearts. With the exception of a 
a instances only, the accounts from the various churches 
onfruistel ne Scarcely any of them have this year been 
at ul, nor has thea versary been suffered to sow dis- 
7 among the brethren: we hope the fruit will be such 
remain, and that the Lord will delight to dwell 


in se we may be and that 
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You remember, brethren, that we last year addressed 
ou upon the subject of moral and positive obligations 
he former were considered as comprehending those duties 
which grow out of our relation to God and one another. 
the latter as including such rules of conduct as arise merels 
from the revealed will of God. The one are immutable, a 
long as intelligent beings exist ; the other, depending upon 
the sovereign authority of Jehovah, may be in force at one 
period, and repealed at another.* 

This year, christian brethren, we take the liberty to re. 
commend to you, a farther attention to these subjects; 
more particularly, a due regard to the nature and impor 
tance of positive institutions. A proper idea of, and con- 
scientious obedience to these, are of no small importance 
in christianity. ve | 

Positive institutions have existed, though subject toa 
variety of changes, from the beginning to this day. If we 
look back to paradise, we find that the fruit of all the trees 
of the garden was given to our first parents, for the support 
of natural life, one excepted. The fruit of that was abso- 
lutely forbidden, and an awful threatening annexed to dis 
obedience. Soon after the fall, sacrifices were instituted; 
and though Moses has not recorded their divine origin, yet 
had they not been commanded of God, and probably, ther 


typical import Spare Abel'could not have offered them 
d 


in faith, nor would they have been accepted of God. Ano- 
ther positive institution.given to the patriarchs, respected 
the distinction of the beasts of the field, into clean and u- 
clean, undoubtedly to mark, what should, and what should 
not be offered in sacrifice. After the flood several positive 
laws were given to Noah and his posterity, particularly 
with respect to the eating of animal food, and the shedding 
of blood. But these relate rather to, civil, than religious 
matters, and as such, do not so immediately belong to the 
subject under consideration. ~ We next come to the rite, 


circumcision given to Abraham. Without entering into4 
‘disquisition, whether it was most properly, a civil, or 


ligious rite, or both, one thing is universally granted 

christians, that itis long since abrogated. ‘Tracing the sub 
pe we find a great body of these laws given to Israel at 
Mount Sinal, which were to be observed by the people. 
These in a partial view, answered civil, but principally se 


"| © Phose are called Positive Institutions or Precepts, which are not founded 


upon any reasons kno 
them, but which are ob 


to whom they are. given, or discoverable bY 
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ses. Among the Jews, as a political body, they 
pt towards the maintenance of the priests, who 
ministered at the altar, and the defraying of the expences 
incurred by keeping up the worshipof God. Their use in 


this view, would Se die away, when the Jews ceased 


to be a body politic, and no longer possessed the city. ‘of 
Jerusalem, where their holy temple and altars stood. But 
their grand design was spiritual. ‘They were shadows of 
good things to come. They typified Him in his character 
and work, who in the fulness of time, came into the world, 
to put away sin, by*the sacrifice of himself. The ceremonial 
law was in an enminent manner a schoolmaster unto Christ, 
under that dispensation ; but now the substance being come, 
the shadows have all vanished. It was time those sacrifices 
should cease, which could never make the comers there- 
unto perfect, when he who by himself could purge our sins, 
gave himself for us, an offering and asacrifice to God, fora 
sweet smelling savour. 

We now arrive, brethren, at a new era in the dispensa- 
tions of divine providence. Jesus the apostle and high 
priest of our profession, after making known the divine 
mind, and bearing witness to the truth; after yielding per- 
fect obedience to the precept of the moral law, and bearing 
its curse in order to make an atonement for sin, is returned 
to the court of his heavenly Father. Some of his apostles, 
divinely inspired for that purpose, have committed to writ- 
ng a body of doctrinal and practical instructions, which 
constitute a directory for the christian church to the end of 
time. Their advices and examples, furnish us with many 
important principles, illustrate a multiplicity of interesting 
facts, and suggest numerous hints to regulate our conduct, 
either in a personal or relative view. A due attention to 

» 2 Connecti®n with the sacred volume at large, will 
render the man of God perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works. | 
- The question now fairly meets us, what are thé positive 
stitutions, binding upon us under the new-testament dis- 
reenrverl Taking it for granted that the principles laid 
Poin in our Letter of last year are just, (and we have hith- 

seen NO reason to call them in question) we answer, 


an ah exception, we know of no other ordinance in force 
. r-the christian dispensation to which the definition of 
Positive institution gi apply. To these two ordinances 


and the Lord’s Supper. Unless we reckon the ap-— 
| eee of the first day of the week for christian wor- 
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Institutions of the new testament, and great christian privi- 
_ Jeges, though, as in the cases to which he alludes under the 


- trate the obligations we are under, to yield unto them un 


tion of the divine mind, with the most cordial readiness, 


 vah.”* Also, when the whole body of divine institutions Is 
God; ye shall keep my statutes, and my judgments, 


Scribe the form, but moral obligations require that obedr 
ence to them be the obedience of the heart. 


- Those ene duties which were such before they nn 


all the old-testament ceremonies appear to have been pe. 
duced : they had a prospective character towards the con. 
ing Messiah ; these a retrospective one towards him aga). 
ready come. It is true there were things under the fo. 
mer dispensation which bore a resemblance to them; such 
as the baptism of Israel unto Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea, with the eating of the manna, and drinking at the rock: 
(1 Cor. x. 2, 3.) but neither Baptism nor the Supper, strict 
ly speaking, existed till the coming of Christ. The manner 
in which the apostle introduces these resemblances in the 

assage referred to shews that these were the distinguishing 


old testament, men might partake of them and afterwards 
incur the divine displeasure. * | 
Having so far stated the question, and arrived at satis- 
faction, as tu those positive institutions we are to observe, 
we now proceed, to shew their binding authority, and illus- 


reserved obedience.—And first, we remark, that though 
moral and positive obligations, may be so plainly distin 
guished, yet the former bind us to the most exact obser- 
vance of the latter; nor can these be neglected, without 
those being violated. It is an essential part of the moral 
law, that intelligent-creatures should receive every intims 


and bow to every expression of sacred authority, with the 
most cheerful submission. When the ordinance of the 
Passover was instituted, the reason assigned why the most 
prompt obedience to it was expected, was, “ 1 am Jeho- 


under consideration, the injunction runs, “ Ye shall do my 
judgments, and keep my ordinances, I am Jehovah yee 


Jehovah.”+ Yea, more than this, positive precepts seem 
relate only to the exterior; they mark the outline and pr 


Farther, positive institutions may be considered as sig™ 
of authority on the part of God, and tests of obedience 
the part of man. On the part of God they are signs of al 
thority: they arewo in a higher degree than moral precep! 


comm ed, but these relate to duties which were D0 


© Exod. xii. 12% ¢ Lev. xviii. 4, 5. 
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till they were shintaah and only become so by being com- 
manded. In these the most High eminently appears in the 
character of a sovereign, issues forth his royal mandates, 
and expects that a thus saith the Lord, should be treated 
with the profoundest reverence, On our part they are tests 
of obedience. It was soin Paradise. ‘The import of that 
precept seems to +i will try the creature that I have 
made. Itissoin every other. The observance of these is 
akin to the obedience of faith; to the obedience of Abra- 
ham, who, at the divine command, left, his country, and 
his kindred, and went out, not knowing whither he went. 
In yielding obedience to commands, the reasons of which, 
to us are unknown, we more immediately resign, as it is fit 
we should, our understandings to that wisdom which is di- 
vine, and bow our wills to that authority which none has a 
right lo dispute; we exercise an humility, becoming crea- 
tures, and discover a reverence for the character of Jeho- 
vah, which his greatness justly demands. And how ac- 
ceptable such acts of obedience are in the eye’ of God on 
one hand, and how naturally they tend to cherish the bu- 
mility and promote the holiness of the christian on the 
other, need not be declared. 
Our. attention to positive institutions,should be peculi- 
arly awakened, by reflecting on the holy jealousy with 
which the most High watches. over them. . Hear‘his own 
solemn language, Ye +e not.add unto the word which [ 
command, feither shall ye diminish from it;* ye shall not 
turn aside to the right hand_or.to the left.+ For what was 
man expelled Paradise? .How tremendous the conse- 
quences, following on the conduct of our first. parents, in 
presuming to pluck the forbidden fruit! Does not all crea- 
bear the impress of Jehovah’s curse; does. not every 
ving Creature feel the direful sitects of his displeasure, in- 
curred by the transaction ? Who can read and not be ready 
'o tremble, how Nadab and Abihu for venturing to burn 
incense with unhallowed fire, were devoured by fire, that 
Mentout from the Lo d;t or how Korah and.his compa- 
ig Were cut off for an effort to invade the priestly offiee, 
. dispute. the authority, with which Moses and Aaroa 
ere lavested ?§ If David, the man after God’s own heart, 
. peering the ark, deviate from the divine direction, the. 
ae of heaven is displayed, and Uzza,» whose mis- 
Bulded solicitude led him to put forth his had to prevent 


* Deut. iv. ¢. Deute 98. Num. iii. 4 § Num- xvi. 31—33. 
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its falling when the oxen stumbled, dies upon the spot! 
If Uzziah, who did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord for many years, at last disregard the sacred injunction, 
and will attempt to burn incense upon the alter, he is struck 
with the leprosy in the very act, and is cut off from the 
house of the Lord unto the day of his death. What ip. 
structive, what solemn admonitions! How dangerous to 
lose sight of the command of God in acts of religious wor. 
ship, even in circumstances, which are apparently small 
and trivial! And though, as in the case of Uzza, what is 
done, may be done with a good intention, this is no apolo- 
y. Surely God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of 
ils saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are 
about him.t 
We farther intreat you, brethren, to consider the invit- 
ing light in which positive institutions appear, when you 
consider their import. It has been God’s uniform method 
in all ages, not only to address his people, by speaking to 
them, but also to place before their eyes expressive signs, 
and through these they were to look at the things signified, 
To enlarge upon the typical meaning of the ancient, and 
now abrogated jewish ceremonies, would be foreign to ott, 
present purpose, Suffice it to say, that the language, pél- 
ticularly of their numerous sacrifices was, Behold the Lamb 
of God’ which taketh away the sin of the world. But let 
us weigh those, with which we are immediately concerned. 
Compare Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, with the bur 
densome load sustained by our fore-fathers, and the con- 
trast wears an. attractive chatm. In the appointment ° 
those, whether we can percieve it or not, the were ip 


God was certainly exercised. Doubtless; they were ha 
pily adapted, to the state of the church at that period. 
these we behold a beantiful simplicity ; and compared wit 
those we must say, that the yoke of Christ is easy, and bi 
burden light. ‘They aré memorials of the ubsent Savioul, 
whow having not seen we love, and in whom, though now 
We see him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspe® 
able, and full of glory. In the one we view the doctrive 
of the Trinity, and in tlie other that of the Atonement. In 
the former we behold Jesus dying for our offences, and ris 
ing again for our justification: in the latter we see bis! 

broken, and his blood shed for the remission of sins. Neve 
| et that the Lord Jesus, the night ir which be was 

trayed, instituted this latter ordinance. When be 


* 2Sam. vi. 6, 7. t @ Chron, xxvi. 16—21, Peal, Lxaxix. 7. 
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And now brethren, we wish we may always have cau 
with regard to you, to adopt the language of Paul, whe 
addressing the Corinthians, 1 praise you brethren, that ye 
keep the ordinances, as L delivered them to you.* Upon 
you is the honour conferred, and to you is the trust com 
mitted, of preserving the ordinances of Jesus Christ. They 
are to continue to the close of time. Thus in the commis 
sion, baptism is connected with preaching the gospel, be. 
hieving, and observing all things whatsoever Christ has 
commanded, And he has promised to be with his minis. 
_ ters when thus preaching, baptizing those who make a pro 
fession of their faith, and teaching obedience to his autho- 
rity, always to the end of the world,+ The same command 
that authorises to preach, enjoins to baptise; and the 
same promise that encourages our hope of pssistance in, and 
a blessing upon the former, warrants the like expectation, 
when attending to the latter. We may say of this, as the 
apostle does of the Lord’s supper, that in attending to it, 
we shew the Lord’s death till he come.{ It is yourduly 
- also to see, that they are preserved in their primitive purity, 
and uncorrupted simplicity. The various ways in which 
each have been administered, plainly prove, that there 
must have been some deviation from the original mode. 
“Any such deviation, is certainly unwarraotable, how- 
ever plausible it may appear, however it may be patronize 
by numbers, by learning, or by piety, it will not bedi 
vinely approved, It wil be regarded as a proof of yout 
loyalty to Christ.as King in Zion, if you bear a becoming, 
but open testimony, against every invasion of his royal au- 
thority. Remember the animating promise of the apen 
and high priest of your profession, Whosoever shall con- 
fess me heforé men, him will I confess before my Father.§ 

How truly affecting is the conduct of some, who, nob 
withstanding they have openly put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and publicly avowed their resolution to walk 1D his 
ways, yet afterwards decline from those paths, aud leave 
their seats empty at his table. Perhaps through unwatch- 
fulness, or the indulgence of some fleshly Just; throu 
formality in religious exercises, or the prevalence o | 
worldly spirit, they leave their first love. The Ho! Spint 
_ is grieved, divine comforts are suspended, and the $0 

sinks into a lethargic framed; tenderness of conscience 
10 @ great measure lost, and offences are easily taken, ail 


Mat, xxviii 19,20. Cor, si, 26. § 
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diferency about divine ordinances shies 
the church of Christ is , 
either inactive and useless, or else 
tentious in the church. Alas! the spirit of Ch and con- 
as if evaporated. When such characters com ar seems, 
eves, we cannot but with painful emotion e before our 
of “ He that endureth to 
shall be saved.”* Now, if ee 
terion of a sincere Christ, mage the cri- 
must place these characters in a doubtf " "i drawing back 
the midst of all, they retain a sates ight. And if in 
safety, this serves to of their final 
Consistent and persevering practice, i ch more suspicious. 
of the truth of our christianity. A ie de e grand evidence 
by scriptural evidence, is in the deter: unsupported 
mere presumption. With the great st danger of proving 
treatsuch in the language of A; a ts earnestness we in- 
churches shall know that 1 am oy b o has said, All the 
and hearts ;+ who threatens the! o searches the reins 
them out of his mouth;t tor ukewarm that he will spue 

ow, beloved bret 
would close this our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
fectionate advice. Let your es lf with one word of af- - 
tions of the gospel, be the aiiles 0 the positive institu- 
which is required in the moral a. of that principle of love 
to weaken prejudice, to concili 
viction among all around T eo esteem, and diffuse con- 
cates the warmest exercise of we profess, incul- 
from whose enevolence towards those, 
feel yourselves c cadiealinad a in some things, you 
+ i to render a reason of b er, When called in pro- 
uties vou practi the faith you profes 
ities you practise, as well as th profess, of the 
with meekness. Watch agai s the. hope you possess, do it 
Consists, not in sentient, ainst a spirit of bigotry. This 
sentiments which you have oni ina steady attachment to 
ei you cherish a spirit of raced upon conviction : but 
mpt of others, you will fal self-complacency, or con- 
arn of Christ and imit all under its odious influence, 
the will keep you fr “yr him, in the animating ho 
before the presence of his Hing, and present you fault- 
of his glory with exceeding joy. 


Signed on behalf of the Associatiov, by 
ANDREW FULLER, Moderator. 
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BREVIATES. 


TUESDAY evening vi. Brother Sufcliff, minister of the place, 

opened the meeting by prayer. Brother Fuller was chosen Moder. 

* ator. Letters from the churches were read, and minutes taken of 
their contents. Brother Nicholls concluded with prayer. 


WEDNESDAY morning vi. Met for prayer. Brethren, Miller— 
Berridge—Geard—White—and Wheeler took a part in the service, 


Half past x. Assembled for public worship. Bro- 
ther Keely began in prayer: brother Jarman preached from Luke 
xvii, 5. Lord, encrease our faith, The assembly being much to 
large for the place, it was found necessary to adjourn to the meet- 
ing-house yard, where brother Fuller preached from Rom. viii. 32. 
He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely giveus ali things ? Brother Fuller cov- 
cluded in prayer.—The Circular Letter, written by brother Sutelif, 
was afterwards read by the Messengers and Ministers, and ordered 
to be printed.—The church at Braybrook, Northamptonshire, and 


at Fenny Stratford, Bucks, having sent Letters of request, were ad- 
_ mitted members of this Association. 


Evening vi. Brother Heighton began the service by 
prayer. Brother Chase, of Godmanchester, preached from Ephes 
ii. 5. By grace ye are saved, and concluded in prayer. 


THURSDAY morning vi. Brother Burton prayed. Several of 
the ministers gave a brief account of their experience during the 
past year, and the public service was closed with prayet.— 


business of the Association Fund was adjusted, and the Moderatot 
Concluded with prayer. | 
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Brother Hail of is quested ite the maxi Circular 
Letter, On the work of the Holy Spirit sie 
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** The next’ et to be held at NOTTINGHAM, on. 
Tuesday and Wednesday in Waitsun-WEEK, 1809. Brethren , 
Blundel and Sutcliff to 


Put up a the WHITE LION. 


State of the churches since the last Association, 
| 


By profession 144 By death - - St 
Added to, Letter - a Diminished By dismission 22 
Restored - -— By exclusion 19 

ab. 
169 72 


Clear increase 97, 
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Lately published, by Mr. Fuuer, 


» An APOLOGY for the late CHRISTIAN Missloy 
toINDIA; Pari the First. Comprising an Appznss » 
the of the East [npta Company ; in 
to Mr. TWINING ; and Strictures on the Preface of , 
Pamphlet, by MAJOR SCOTT WARING. Price 9s. 6, 


REMARKS on MAJOR SCOTT WARING ’s LETTER 
tothe Rev. Mr. OWEN ona VINDICATION of th 
Character of the HINDOOS, by a BENGAL OFFICER- 
—on a LETTER to the PRESIDENT of the BOARD of 
CONTROUL, on the Propagation of Christianity in Lodi 
——aend, on the PROPRIETY of confining Missionary 
Undertakings to the ESTABLISHED CHURCH, in Reply 
to Dr. BARROW.——With an APPENDIX, occasioned 
by MAJOR SCOTT WARING’s REPLY, &c. 


Lately published, by the same Author, 


-. EXPOSITORY DISCOURSES on the BOOK o 


GENISES, interspersed. with pRacTICAL REFLECTIONS 
2 vols. 8vo. boards, 10s. 


DIALOGUES, LETTERS, and ESSAYS, on vatou 
Religious Subjects, 12mo, boards, ys. 6d. 
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_. SERMONS on VARIOUS SUBJECTS. By Tuomas 
8vo. boards, 6s. 
THORNTON ABBEY : a Series of Letters on Rt- 
LiGious Sunsects; with a Recommendatory Preface by 
Andrew Fuller.* 3 vols. 1Qmov boards, 12s. 
An ABRIDGMENT of the HISTORY of NbW 
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_Pauwinus, and Aspasio; upon the nature of ove to Got, 
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_ aad everlasting misery of such asdie impenitent ; with the congregational 


1909. 
On the of the Holy Spirit. 


CIRCULAR LETTER 
TEE nll. pits 


MINISTERS AND MESSE 
| 
BAPTIST CHURCHES 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
. Assembled at Nottingham, May 23, 24, 25, Mis 


NGERS 


‘Maintaining the important doctrines of three equal persong in the Ged- 
* bead; eternal and personal election; original sin; cular sedemption ; 
free justification by Gs imputed righteousness of Christ; efficacious grace 
in tegeneration ; the final perseverance of real believers ;, the resurrection 
of the dead; the future judgment; the eternal happiness of the righteous, 


order of the churches, inviolably : | 

‘ To the several Churches they represent ; : 

Meeting at Loscoe, and Swanwick, Derbyshire; Sutten-Ashfleld, 
Nottingham, Nottinghamshire ; Burton-upen- Trent, Staffordshire ; 
‘head, ster, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnsby, and Foxton, Leicestershire ; 

» Rutland ; Spalding, Lincolnshire; Gretton, Clipstene, Guilsbo- 

rough, Braunston, Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Road, Bugprook, Bray- 

_ brook, and Northampton, Northamptonshire ; Olney, Fenny- oe ain , and 


_ Ivinghoc, Buckinghamshire ; Dunstable, and Luton, Bedferddhire ; and St. 
_ Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, antfrom as : 


| BEING assembled at the time and place appoinied, we 
on” a pleasant and profitable interview with our bre- 
b yee In reading the letter from St. Albans, we noticed 
oe death of our worthy brother and father, Mr. Joun 
ILL who had been a this 
. | commencement, and w after an honourable 
life, finished his course in peace. "Hit some of the letters 
We perceived the state of the churches not as we would ; 
out On the other hand, several in the course of the past 
ve been comfortably provided with pastors, and 
greater part are peaccable and prosperoys. 
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